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PART TWO 
 

 
This booklet contains Regulations pertaining specifically to CROSS COUNTRY VEHICLE TRIALS. 

 

 
SEE PART ONE of Regulations for Rules relating to: 
 
1) Cross Country Vehicle Timed Trial 
 
2) Competitive Safari 
 
3) Cross Country Speed Event (Off Road Race) 
 
4) Hill Rally 
 
5) Teams Recovery 
 
6) Cross Country Orienteering 
 
 
 
DEFINITION OF A CROSS COUNTRY VEHICLE TRIAL 
 
A Trial in which the marking for the event is mainly based upon the ability of Competitors to drive their 
vehicles over difficult terrain, including hill climbs, water courses, bogs, and side slopes, etc... 
 
 
 
FURTHER COPIES OF THESE REGULATIONS 
 
Maybe obtained from: The Secretary, Competition Committee, New Zealand Four Wheel Drive 
Association Inc. 
 
Please forward $20.00 per copy required, with Name and Address  
OR  
Download from www.4x4trials.co.nz  
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.4x4trials.co.nz/
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SECTION ONE 

 
1.1 CONTROL OF EVENTS 
 
 A) The New Zealand Four Wheel Drive Association Incorporated, hereinafter referred to as 

NZFWDA shall arrange, control and manage Four Wheel Drive Competitions, and the 
National Championships, provided that the NZFWDA National Executive Committee, 
hereinafter referred to as the N.E.C, may delegate to any Sub Committee, the organisation of 
such Competitions, or the National Championships. 

 
B) The Sub Committees, when delegated by the N.E.C, shall approve and organise 

Competitions and the Zone Championships, provided that the Sub Committees may delegate 
to any Affiliated Club the right to organise any such Competitions, or Zone Championships. 

 
C) The Sub Committee shall forward a current copy of the Competition Regulations, Parts One 

and Two, to all Zones and Clubs as soon as possible after each year’s NZFWDA AGM. 
 
D) Amendment to these Competition Regulations may be made by the National Competitions 

Committee (here after referred to as the N.C.C) for safety reasons only, and notice of any 
such amendments shall be forwarded to all Sub Committees and Clubs at least 30 days 
before becoming effective. 

 
E) The Executive of the National Competitions Committee hereinafter referred to as “ENCC” 

shall be the final interpreter of these Regulations. 
 
1.2 ORGANISATION 
 
 A) The New Zealand Four Wheel Drive National Championships will be organised as a National 

Series. 
 

(a) The FINAL ROUND of the National Series shall be held at Easter in conjunction with the 
NATIONAL COMPETITORS CONFERENCE & AGM. 

(b) The ENCC shall decide which club and/or Sub Committee shall host the next year’s 
Final Round. 

(c) The determination of the National awards and placings, will be at the Final Round of            
the National Series. 

(d) The ENCC shall collate requests from Clubs and or Sub Committees to host a round of 
the National Series which will be used to form a National Calendar. 

(e) The ENCC shall determine the number of trials from which national placings shall derive.  
This number and the National Calendar shall become official at the AGM and will be sent 
to the N.E.C, Clubs and all Competition Licence holders from the previous season. 

 
B) National Scorer shall determine National/Zone Championship awards and placings. 

 
(a) Clubs and/or Sub Committees wishing to host a National/Zone Series event shall 

apply in writing or email to the National Competitions Officer hereinafter referred to as 
NCO, as soon as possible but no later than 1st of May each year with a proposed date 
and alternative date for the next season. 

(b) The NCO shall determine which clubs and/or Sub Committees shall host 
National/Zone events and the dates of events. 

 
 
C) If agreement cannot be reached on who should host, or the date of any event, the ENCC 

shall make the final decision. 
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D) Clubs and/or Sub Committees hosting National/Zone events shall organise and run them in 

accordance with these Regulations, and any Additional Supplementary Regulations (ASRs) 
issued for an event.  

 
E) (a) The National Series shall be controlled by the N.C.C, who will appoint the Stewards 

for the event, and may appoint other Officials as required. 
(b) The ENCC shall set up a Protest Committee to handle protests or problems that may 

occur during the National Series. 
(c) The Stewards and Protest Committee shall comprise members from outside the Host 

Club, however, the ENCC may call on a delegate from the Host Club to sit on the 
Committee. 

 
F) At least two months prior to any National/Zone event, the host club shall notify the Steward of 

time and place of course inspection. 
 
1.3 RESULTS 
 
 A) (a) Clubs hosting an event shall display the results for each section at least half an hour 

before they are announced as the provisional result. 
(b) Any protests received regarding the addition of scores will be heard and finalised 

before the results are deemed the provisional results. 
(c) These provisional results shall be double checked before the results are deemed the 

official results. 
(d) The National Scorer shall post the official results to each competitor within two weeks 

of the event. 
 
1.4 QUALIFICATION FOR NATIONAL SERIES PLACINGS 
 
 a) To be eligible for the National Championship awards or placings, a competitor must be 

deemed a finisher in at least two National/Zone Events. 
b) The National Scorer shall send competitors a list of their current placing in class and overall 

after the 3rd and 5th rounds of each series. 
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SECTION TWO 
 

2.1 OFFICIALS 
 
 The following officials must be Affiliated Members of the NZFWDA: - 
 

(a) The Clerk of the Course (must not be competing) 
(b) All Stewards (must not be competing) 
(c) The Scrutineers 
(d) The Chief Marshal (must not be competing) 
(e) The National Scorer 

    
2.2 CLERK OF THE COURSE 
 
 The Clerk of the Course shall have overall control of any event during that event, including: 
 

(a) Ensure the safe running of the event. 
(b) Approval and inspection of Recovery Teams and Equipment. 
(c) Approval and positioning of Fire Extinguishers. 
(d) Approval and positioning of First Aid personnel and Equipment. 
(e) Crowd Control. 
(f) Giving the Drivers’ Briefing immediately before the start of the event. 

 
2.3 STEWARDS 
 
 A) The Stewards are to ensure the complete and accurate implementation of these Regulations 

and shall have the final decision on any matter under the Stewards’ jurisdiction. 
 

B) Course Inspection.  The course shall be inspected by the Stewards at least one day prior to 
the event to check: 

 
(a) Water section depth, and entrances and exits. 
(b) Colour, spacing and height of boundary pegs. 
(c) Number and positioning of gradings per graded section  
(d) Number, type and safety of observed section. 
(e) Length and drivability of timed sections. 
(f) Access to, and exits from observed sections. 
(g) Escape routes, if provided. 
(h) Access ways between sections. 
(i)  Insure hazards are taped for safety of all. 
 

C) Tie Breakers.  Prior to the commencement of the event, the Stewards shall select at least five 
observed sections, including one timed section, to be used in order of selection to determine 
the winner of any placing should a tie eventuate for any placing. 

 
Only the Stewards shall know which sections have been selected for this purpose. 

 
D) Closing of sections.  The Stewards shall inspect any section at which accidents have 

occurred, or which become unsafe, and close that section if necessary.  All results for any 
sections so closed shall be null and void, and the section shall be deleted from the event. 
 

E) Roll overs.  The Stewards shall check all vehicles involved in roll overs of 90 degrees or 
more, at the obstacle BEFORE moving to another obstacle or going to pits to ascertain 
the safety of any vehicle before it may continue in competition. In all instances of a roll over of 
90 degrees or more the competitors score card must have an “R” recorded against the score 
for that hazard and this information must be recorded in a Roll Over Register which must be 
updated and made available to the scrutineers of the next round of the series in order to 
assist with checking of roll cages. 
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F) All roll overs of more than 90 degrees shall be recorded in a Roll Over Register by course 

stewards. This register is to be updated and made available to scrutineers before the next 
trial to assist in checking roll cages. 

 
G) The Stewards’ may request the host club to provide at least two vehicles to attempt any given 

hazard. 
 

 
2.4 SCRUTINEER 
 
 A) The Scrutineer shall have the final decision at vehicle scrutineering. 

 
B) The Scrutineer shall ensure that vehicles are checked for safety, soundness and eligibility. 
 
C) The Scrutineer shall ensure that scrutineering is carried out efficiently, thoroughly and 

impartially. 
 
D) If the standard, or eligibility of any vehicle, is in doubt, the Scrutineer shall call a meeting of all 

the ENCC present, to discuss and vote on whether or not the vehicle in question can pass 
scrutineering. 

 
 
2.5 CHIEF MARSHAL 
 
 The Chief Marshal shall appoint the Marshals and instruct them in their duties, and advise them 

on: 
 
(a) How to score sections. 
(b) How to mark score cards. 
 

 
2.6 MARSHALS 
 
 A) The Marshals shall be deemed “Judges of Fact” and shall: 
 

(a) Check that the sections are clear of vehicles and persons before instructing a 
competitor to start. 

(b) Check that all boundary and grading pegs are in position before instructing a 
competitor to start. 

(c) Replace boundary and grading pegs as necessary. 
(d) Observe the progress of the competitor throughout the section and determine any 

penalties incurred. 
(e) Fill in the points gained on the drivers’ and Marshals’ score cards, sign the cards, and 

check that the competitor has signed the cards. 
(f) Mark a “P” on both score cards in the event of a protest. 
(g) Mark a “R” on both score cards in the event of a rollover. 
 

 
B) Sector Marshals may be appointed to oversee groups of observed sections, and assist 

Marshals should any dispute arise, and to relay any necessary information to the Stewards or 
the Clerk of the Course. 
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2.7 NATIONAL SCORER 
 
 A) The National Scorer shall receive all score cards handed in by the competitors and the 

Marshals. 
 

B) Each driver’s score card shall be totalled when handed in, and the competitor shall sign the 
card as being correct. 

 
C) The National Scorer shall receive any protests, and pass these to the Protest Committee 

(ENCC). 
 

D) Marshal’s score cards shall be totalled and cross checked with driver’s score cards. 
 
 E)  The National Scorer shall oversee the tallying of all score cards, and the determining of the       

       results of the event. 
 
F) The National Scorer shall ensure that the results are displayed at least half an hour before 

they become provisional. 
 
G) The National Scorer shall ensure that all rollovers are marked on the official result sheet 

 
2.8 PROTEST COMMITTEE 
 
 A) The Protest Committee shall be the ENCC. 
  

B) The N.C.O or appointed delegate shall chair the Protest Committee, and may exercise a 
casting vote if necessary. 

 
C) ENCC may appoint other personnel to the Protest Committee. 

 
2.9 RECOVERY 
 
 A) All recovery operations shall be under the control of the Clerk of the Course. 
 

B) Official Recovery Teams shall present their vehicles and recovery equipment for inspection 
by the Clerk of the Course, prior to the start of the event. 

 
C) All equipment to be used for recovery shall be in good condition, and adequate for the 

purpose intended. 
 
D) Official Recovery Teams shall be sited by the Clerk of the Course, and methods utilised, and 

routes taken to recover stranded vehicles, shall be specified by the Clerk of the Course. 
 

E) Recovery vehicles must NOT enter observed sections, except in an emergency where it is 
necessary for the safety of any person, or when instructed to do so by the Clerk of the 
Course. 

   
  (a) The Clerk of the Course shall only issue such instruction if all other attempts at recovery 

have failed, or for the safety of the competitors, officials, or the public. 
  
 (b) The Clerk of the Course and the Chief Steward shall inspect any observed section where 

a recovery vehicle has entered the section and may close that section if the nature of the 
section has been noticeably changed by the recovery operation. 

   

E) The safety of competitors and the public is to be considered during all recovery operations. 
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2.10 DESIGN SAFETY TEAM 
 

A) The design safety team shall look at any roll cage configuration that does not comply with 6.1 
Configuration, document these differences and report back to ENCC with the differences and 
any recommendations, with the ENCC having the final decision. 
 

(b) All roll cage failures will require inspection by the Design Safety Team who shall be elected at 
each Annual General Meeting of the NCC and who may make recommendations which will 
forthwith be deemed to be incorporated in these regulations. 
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SECTION THREE 

 
 

3.1 SAFETY 
 
 A) The Clerk of the Course shall ensure the safe running of the event. 
 

B) Organisers shall arrange for First Aid personnel and equipment to be available at all events. 
 
C) Organisers shall provide at least one Fire Extinguisher of 9.07kg (20lb) dry powder (or 

equivalent capacity of foam) at each section, or where sections are closely grouped, one 
extinguisher as above, shall be available at a point central to the group of sections. 

 
D) Crowd control barriers shall be erected where necessary, or as directed by the Clerk of the 
Course and/or Stewards’. 

 

F) Instances of dangerous driving on sections or access ways shall result in 
disqualification from the event. 

 

G) All accidents involving injury must be reported to the Clerk of the Course and Stewards, who 
shall investigate the cause, and take what ever action may be necessary to prevent further 
accidents. 

 

H) A Steward or Official is responsible for co-ordinating a SOPS (Safe Operating Procedure) 
briefing to all media and TV Crews prior to the start of the event, which is written up by the 
Secretary to ensure they are aware of all hazards and dangers applicable to the event, 
Lanyards with permit for event must be given and worn by those wishing to get closer to the 
action and behind taped areas.  They must be signed prior to EACH event and a HI-Vis Vest 
must be worn.  Organisers shall compile a safety plan consisting of names of officials, site 
plan, hazard maps showing any crowd control tape, GPS coordinates, and any other 
information pertaining to safety.   Copies are to go to all officials on the day. 

 

 
SECTION FOUR 

 

ENTRANCE TO EVENTS 
 
4.1 ENTRIES 
 
 A) Events will be open to four wheel drive vehicles only. 
 
           B) Events will be divided into the following classes: 
 
   Class A - 0-4 cylinder production modified 
   Class B - 5 + cylinder production modified (exceeding 1300kg manufacturer’s kerb weight for make & model) 

   Class C - 0-4 cylinder super modified 
   Class D - 5 + cylinder super modified 
   Class E - 0-4 cylinder super production 
   Class F - 5 + cylinder super production (exceeding 1300kg manufacturer’s kerb weight for make model) 

   Class G - 0 + cylinder open production 
 

C) Multiple class entries will not be accepted. 
 
D) Vehicles must be entered in the class for which they are eligible. 
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E) Vehicles must be entered by their correct make and model, e.g. Toyota - Landcruiser, Hilux, 

Blizzard, Suzuki - LJ50, LJ80, SJ410, SJ413, Vitara, etc., or Toyota Special, Suzuki Special, 
etc., or Homebuilt for vehicles completely built up and unable to be recognised by make. 

 
F) All vehicles will be checked at Scrutineering for all items (as applicable) listed on the 

Scrutineering Sheet, in addition to any other scrutineering requirements and must pass before 
being permitted to compete. 

 
G) All competitors must be affiliated members of NZFWDA. 
 
H) Entry forms must be signed by the Driver, Co-driver, vehicle owner(s) (if neither the driver or 

co-driver), and parent or guardian of any of the aforementioned if under 18 years of age. 
 
I) Organisers must check that all entries received for any event comply with 4.1 G) and 4.1 H). 
 
J) All entry forms must be signed by a host club official upon acceptance of each entry. 
 
K) Organisers will post Notices of Acceptance or Rejection of Entry, to all entrants in an event. 
 
L) Closing dates for receipt of entries for National and Zone Series Events shall be no earlier 

than 21 days before the event, and if possible, after the running of any prior zone event. 
 
M) Closing date for late entries for National and Zone Series Events shall be no earlier than 14 

days before the event. 
 
N) The maximum entry fee to be charged for any National/Zone event will be as determined by 

General Meeting or postal ballot of competitors.  Social and/or meal tickets not included. 
  
 O) Organisers must supply a Scrutineering Sheet, as on page 24, with each Entry Form issued, 

and competitors are to complete their details and send back to organisers with Entry Form. 
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4.2 ENTRY FORM 
 

A) The Official Entry Form, as on pages 10 and 11, must be used for all National/Zone Series 
 

 

 

NZFWDA Competitions Committee 

 
ENTRY FORM 

EVENT NAME:      ééééééééééééééééééé    EVENT DATE:   ééééééééééééé 

 

EVENT TO BE HELD AT: éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 
 

 

HOST CLUB:  éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 

 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---- 

Cheques are to be made payable to: ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
 

Entry Fee: $ ééééééééé. Closing Date for Entries:      ééééééééééééééééééé. 
 

Late Entry Fee: $............................ Closing Date for Late Entries: éééééééééééééééééé.. 
 

Late Entries may or may not be accepted, and may or may not be included in the Ballot for Numbers 

 

Number of Meals required at $................: ................... (Please include with payment) 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

- 
DRIVER       NAVIGATOR / CO-DRIVER 

 

Full Name éééééééééééééééé....  Full Nameééééééééééééééééééé 

 

Address ééééééééééééééééé...           Addresséééééééééé....ééééééééé 

 

éééééééééééééééééééééé éééééééééééééééééééééééé. 

 

Phone No (0 ) éééééééééééééé..... Phone no (0 )ééééééééééééééééééé 

 

E-Mail: éééééééééééééééééééé. (Notification can be sent to confirm entry received) 

 

Vehicle Number: ééééé(your Licence Number)  Licence Number: .............................................. 

 

Club: ééééééééééééééééééé......  Club:................................................................... 

 

NOTE: If the vehicle entered below is not owned by either of the above competitors, the ownerôs full name(s) must be 

supplied where indicated on the reverse of this form, and the owner(s) must sign this entry form. 

 

Vehicle Makeéééééééééééééé Model éééééééééééé    Yearéééééééééé. 

 

Engine Makeééééééééééé.éé... No. of Cylinders: éééééééé. CC Ratingéééééééé 

 

Fuel Type:   PETROL  DIESEL  CNG        LPG   (circle) 
 

Class Being Entered:  A  B  C  D  E  F  G   (circle) 
 

NOTE: Eligibility for vehicle to compete in Class being entered, and compliance with vehicle regulations, will be 

checked at scrutineering. THE ONUS SHALL REST WITH THE COMPETITOR TO PROVE COMPLIANCE OR 
ELIGILIBILITY. 

 

Current NZ Drivers Licences, current NZFWDA Competition Licences and current Alternative 

Fuels Certificates (if applicable) and Log Books must be presented at Scrutineering. 

 

www.4x4trials.co.nz 
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MEDICAL CONDITIONS for Hosting Club and Medics to be aware of: (not Compulsory) 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 
 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 

 
 

INDEMNITY 
 

It is ACKNOWLEDGED and DECLARED that it is a CONDITION of ENTRY to this event, that ALL persons having any 

connection with the Promotion, Organisation, and/or the Conduct of this Event, including, but not limited to, the New Zealand Four 

Wheel Drive Association (Inc.), the Host Club(s), the Owner(s) and Lessee(s) of the Land, the Owner(s) and Lessees(s) of the 

vehicles, the Competitors, and all Officials, and others, are ABSOLVED FROM ALL LIABILITY arising out of any action or 

accident, causing property loss or damage, or personal injury, including death, howsoever caused, not withstanding that such death, 

injury, loss or damage may have been contributed to, or caused by the negligence of the New Zealand Four Wheel Drive Association 

(Inc.), the Host Club(s), or by any of their respective Officials, Servants, representatives, agents, or by any other person. 

 

DECLARATION 
 

I DECLARE that I possess the standard of competence required for an event of the type to which this Entry relates, and that the 

vehicle in which I will compete is suitable, and properly equipped for the event, having regard to the course, type of terrain, and 

speeds which may be reached. I also declare that I/we will present our self for any alcohol limit testing if requested by the ENCC and 

hereby accept without question the results of the above said test. 

 

UNDERTAKING 
 

I UNDERTAKE that should I, at any time during this event, be suffering from any DISABILITY of any kind, whether permanent or 

temporary, which is likely to detrimentally affect my control of the vehicle, I will declare it to the Host Club Officials. Permission for 

me to participate, not withstanding my disability, shall be given at the sole discretion of the Host Club. 

The Host Club Reserves the Right to Accept or Reject any Entry Certification. 
 

I CERTIFY that the details given on this Entry Form are correct, and I UNDERTAKE to inform the Host Club Officials of any 

change in these details, or alterations to the vehicle, which may affect the eligibility of myself, or the vehicle to compete in this event. 

 

These items are to be checked by the competitor and initialled prior to signing indemnity: 

 

Roll Cage/Mounts/Welds Body/Chassis (secure) 

Tow Hooks/Front & Rear/HT Bolts Seats (secure) 

Seatbelts Approved Type (secure) Crash helmet Approved Type/Condition 

Foot Brake Operation Brake Hoses and Pipes (no defects) 

Steering Box/Rack System (secure) Steering Joints and Hoses (no defects) 
 

We the UNDERSIGNED have read the pages of this Entry Form and the NZFWDA COMPETITION REGULATIONS and AGREE 

to be bound by them and any ADDITIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS which are issued for this event. 
 

SIGNED: Driver................................................................ Navigator, Co-Driverééééééééééééééééééé 

 

Vehicle Owner(s): ........................................ Vehicle Owner(s) Name(s) (Print): .................................................................. 

 

Where the Signatory to any of the above is under the age of 18 years the following consent shall be completed by his/her parent or 

guardian: 

I (Full Name): 

............................................................................................................................. ................................................................. 
 

of (Address): 

................................................................................................................................... ........................................................... 

 

Being parent/guardian of ......................................................................................................do hereby consent to his/her participation in 

this event. 
 

SIGNED....................................................................................................................... ............................................ 
 

NOTE: Persons under the age of 15 years are NOT permitted to participate. 

 

HOST CLUBS ACCEPTANCE OF ENTRY 
 

Accepted By: Name: .....................................................................  Positionééééééééééééééé. . 

 

Signed: ........................................................................   Date: .......................................................... 
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4.3 INFORMATION SHEET 
 
Organisers must supply an Information Sheet as below with each Entry Form Issued. 

 

NZFWDA Competitions Committee 

 

 

INFORMATION SHEET 

 
EVENT NAME: ééééééééééééééééé EVENT DATE: ééééééééééééééééé 

 

EVENT TO BE HELD AT:  éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.  

 

HOST CLUB:     éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

POSTAL ADDRESS:    éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

 
Held under the National Competition Regulations of the New Zealand Four Wheel Drive Association Inc., Part Two.  

It is essential that the competitors have a good understanding of the above Competition Regulations. 

 

Event Officials: 

 

Secretary:  éééééééééé  Phone No: ééééééé..emailééééééééééé.. 
 

Scrutineer: ...  ééééééééé..     Phone No:    ....................  

 

Clerk of Course:  ééééééééé.  Phone No: ...................... 

 

ADDITIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS       

 will not be issued       herewith       will be issued     at Scrutineering      (delete as applicable) 

 

SCRUTINEERING will be held at:      éééééééééééééééééééééééééé) 

 

SCRUTINEERING   ADDRESS:        éééééééééééééééééééééé.. 

 

On:              ééééééééé. from     ééééé.. to éééééééé. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Onsite Camping will be available from:............................................  

Onsite Camping will NOT be available. 
(delete one line) 

 

COURSE MAY BE INSPECTED ONéééééééééfromééééééé..éToéééééééééé.. 
(delete one line) 

NO COURSE INSPECTION WILL BE AVAILABLE DUE TOééééééééééééééééééééé 

 

DRIVERS BRIEFING    Will be held at éééééé.. am in the Pit Area.  

 

THE EVENT WILL START   At  éééééé.. am 

 

PRIZE GIVING will be held at:   ééééééééééééé 

 

Address:  éééééééé.éééééééééééé.. from éééééééééé.. 

 

RESULTS will be displayed at approx:  ASAP pm 

 
MEALS/DRINKS  will/will not be available from   éééééééééééééééééé 

 

MEAL TICKETS:    Adults $............... ï Children 5-12 yrs $...................   (under 5 yrs free) 

 

Please note numbers of meals required on your entry form, and include payment with your entry fee. 

www.4x4trials.co.nz 
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SECTION FIVE - COMPETITORS 
 

5.1 DRIVERS AND CO-DRIVERS 
 
 A) All competitors entering National/Zone Series events must be Affiliated Members of the 

NZFWDA. Drivers must have conformation from club committee regarding driving standard. 
 

B) The driver must hold a current NZ drivers licence and a current NZFWDA Competition Drivers 
Licence (DL).  The licensed navigator must hold a current NZ drivers licence and a current 
NZFWDA Navigators Licence (NDL). A non-licensed Navigator (NT) must hold a current 
NZFWDA Navigators Licence but can’t drive in trials. Emergency Navigators Licence is 
available (with genuine reason and is only valid for the day of the trial applied for).  All 
Competitors must hold current NZFWDA Affiliation.   

 
C) If the co-driver is to drive in any sections, the co-driver must hold a current NZ drivers licence 

and a minimum of a NZFWDA Licence as above. 
 
D) All competitors must be fifteen years of age or older. 
 
E) All competitors must have a good understanding of the current Competition Regulations. 
 
F) Current Competition Drivers Licences and Navigators Tickets must be presented at 

scrutineering. Current drivers licence or identification for non licensed competitors must be 
shown at srcutineering. 

 
 

5.2 COMPETITION LICENCES 
 
 A) Applications for Competition Licences shall be made on the form (example last page of rule 

book), to the N.C.C Treasurer, or other Official as appointed by the N.C.C, and all the details 
must be completed legibly.  Copy of form also available online at  www.4x4trials.co.nz  or 
www.nzfwa.or.nz 

      

B) Competition Licence fees shall be as set by a General Meeting or postal ballot of 
Competitors. 

 
 

C) Navigators Ticket Fees shall be half of the competition licence fee at General Meeting 
or postal ballot of Competitors 

 
 

D) The N.C.C Treasurer, or other Official as appointed by the N.C.C, shall issue Competition 
Licences. 

 
 

E) The Competition Licence numbers shall be issued numerically as applications are accepted.  
You may retain the same number in consecutive seasons by reapplying before the expiry 
date of the licence.  The number “ 1” plate shall be reserved for the overall champion and 
must be displayed for the oncoming season. 

 
 

F) Competition Licences shall be valid during the season in which they are issued, and shall 
expire on the 30th day of September each year. 

 

 

G) Competition Licences shall be posted direct to each applicant, a copy of the Competition 
Regulations will be available on website, unless specifically asked for. 

  

H) All Drivers licences and Navigators licences will be double the price two weeks notice 
before rally 

 
 

http://www.4x4trials.co.nz/
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SECTION SIX - ROLL CAGES 
 

All vehicles competing from April 2004 onwards must have roll cages constructed to comply with the 
following clauses 6.1 to 6.6. Vehicles which have competed (and passed scrutineering) during the 
2003/2004 season may continue to compete but the roll cage must comply with Section Six of the 2003 
regulations (attached as an addendum to these regulations). 
 
6.1 CONFIGURATION 
 
 (a) The general design shall be as in fig 1. 
 (b) No part of the drivers anatomy shall protrude outside the confines of the bodywork and 

rollcage when viewed from the front or rear of the vehicle.  
 (c) There must be at least 50mm clearance between the occupants helmets and the top of the of 

the rollcage. Someone of equal size may be used if navigator or driver are unable to attend 
scrutineering or they can be checked on the day of the trial. 

 (d) Roll cages must have two longitudinal braces, one each side, from the roll cage towards the 
rear of the vehicle, shown as A to G and B to H in fig 1. 

(e) The fitting of diagonal bracing is compulsory.  Such bracing must be made of material 
comparable to the roll cage, and shall be fitted as in fig 1. from either A, to a point between D 
and H, or B, to a point between C and G. Two diagonal braces, conforming to this clause, 
may be used.  Also an A frame can be use in main hoop, with the top of the A is in the centre 
of A-B, bottom legs can be between C-G and D-H or chassis mounted. 
Also an A or centre support in front hoop can be used, if different diameter tube is used, the 
load points on the main frame must have some sort of load spreading. (Small diameter tube 
will punch through bigger diameter tube) 

(f) In space frame vehicles, where the roll cage is part of the vehicle frame (i.e. there is no 
chassis) the principles of these Regulations shall be adhered to. 

 
6.2 MATERIALS 
 
 (a) Roll cages shall be constructed from Grade 250 medium wall black pipe made to BS 1387 – 

1985 specifications. 
 (b) The size of the pipe to be used is to be determined by the overall weight of the vehicle and 

unsupported span as follows: 
  vehicles up to 1000kgs -minimum 25mm nominal bore; maximum unsupported span of 

1200mm 
  vehicles over 1000kgs up to 1500kgs -minimum 32mm nominal bore, maximum 

unsupported span of 1400mm 
  vehicles over 1500kgs up to 2000kgs -minimum 40mm nominal bore, maximum 

unsupported span of 1600mm 
  vehicles over 2000kgs -minimum 50mm nominal bore, maximum unsupported span of 

1800mm 
 (c) maximum unsupported span must be adhered to regardless of vehicle weight i.e. If spanning 

more than the maximum unsupported span permitted by these regulations then a larger 
appropriately sized pipe must be used. Span is measured from outside to outside or overall 
length. 

 (d) All mounting bolts will be a minimum 10mm (3/8”) diameter high tensile steel. 
 
6.3 JOINTS 
 
 (a) All joints must be welded where possible. 

(b) Joints in the main structure are not recommended, and should be avoided. 
(c) If it is necessary to make a joint in the main structure, then the joint must be sleeved to 

prevent shearing of the joint. Internal sleeves must extend at least 10mm either side of the 
joint to prevent shearing. 

(d) Where removable connections are incorporated in the roll cage, they must comply with 6.3 
(e), (f) or (g). 

(e) Where clamps are used, they must be secured through with high tensile bolts to resist sliding. 
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(f) Muff connections as in fig 2 may be used. 
(g) Tongue and gusset connections as in fig 3 may only be used in the diagonal brace, and must 

be made from a minimum of 6mm plate. Bolts used to secure such joints must be minimum 
12mm diameter high tensile. 
 

6.4 MOUNTINGS 
 
 (a) All mounts to chassis or frames, must have a minimum mount area of 100 sq cms (16 sq 

inches) per mount of minimum 3mm plate and must be secured by a minimum of four 10mm 
(3/8”) high tensile bolts per mount. 

(b) Where roll cage is welded to the chassis, pipe must be gusseted to a minimum bearing area 
of 100 sq cms (16 sq inches) per mount. 

(c) Where roll cage is mounted to the body, the roll cage must be welded to minimum 3mm 
thickness plates with a minimum area of 232 sq cms (36 sq inches) per plate. The plates 
must be attached to the body panels with a minimum of four bolts or cap screws of minimum 
10mm (3/8”) diameter per plate. 

(d) Where roll cage is mounted to body panels, backing plates (of minimum thickness of 3mm) 
must be used. Backing plates must be of similar size and shape, but not exactly the same 
size as the mounting plates, in order to prevent a punching through effect. 

(e) Where roll cage is mounted to the body the main hoop must be chassis mounted as per 6.4 
(a) or (b) if the original body panels do not provide sufficient structural support. 

(f) Any rubber mount used in the roll cage shall be enclosed by a steel case to prevent shearing 
of the mount as in fig 4. 

(g) Twin lug connections as in fig 4 with axis working under double shearing conditions may be 
used, but not on main hoop. Bolt size for this type of connection must be minimum 12mm 
diameter high tensile. 
 

6.5 FABRICATION 
 
 (a) No part of the structure shall show evidence of crimping, wall failure, or section weakening. 

(b) Bends should be of a smooth and continuous nature. 
(c) All welds shall be of the highest possible quality with maximum penetration, preferably mig or 

arc welding. 
(d) An inspection hole of not less than 6mm (1/4”) diameter is to be drilled on the left hand side 

of the main hoop. 
(e) All tubes to be as straight as possible between structural bends as per fig 1. 

 
6.6 COMPLIANCE 
 

(a) Any vehicle fitted with a roll cage that does not comply with these regulations will not be eligible 
to compete unless the design safety team has checked the cage, documented the differences 
to these regulations, and indicated they are satisfied the design and construction are 
satisfactory. 

(b) If any of the pipe that forms the roll cage structure as in FIG1 – Roll Cage General Design, is 
bent out of line, because of impact, by more than the OD of the pipe and cannot be 
straightened, repaired or replaced without showing signs of damage or crimping then that 
vehicle will be deemed unable to continue in competition until it has been satisfactorily been 
repaired and passes scrutineering again. 

 
6.7 SAFETY 

 
(a) The Executive Committee has the power to elect a Sub Committee to review safety aspects if 

Roll Cage design, reviewing an consistent faults or associated design faults that will have an 
impact in the future, and report back with new designs, being aware of the changes within the 
sport of vehicle design and hazard design. 
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SECTION SEVEN - VEHICLE CLASSES 

If the Rule Book does NOT say YOU CAN do it, then you 
CAN NOT 

 

7.1 PRODUCTION MODIFIED VEHICLES - CLASSES A AND B 
 

Following the 2007 AGM, all vehicle class rules can only be changed by remit every third year. 
ie: 2010, 2013, 2016 

 
 A) A production Modified Vehicle is as it leaves the master distributor’s factory, and must use 

original equipment and parts for the vehicle make, and model, except as expressly permitted, 
or disallowed, in the requirements of this Section 7.1. 

 
B) Production modified vehicles must exceed fifty fully built up units of the same make and 

model or public sale by the master distributor. 
 
C) Any competitor who deliberately enters a Production Modified Class Vehicle with any 

modification other than permitted in these Regulations, will lose all points gained, and be 
banned from competing in the rest of the Series. 

 
 D) In all cases of any doubt, or dispute arising regarding the compliance of any vehicle with 

these Regulations, or the eligibility of any vehicle for any class, the onus shall rest with the 
competitor to prove compliance, or eligibility. 

 
E) If required, the competitor must supply a set of factory specifications for the vehicle make, 

model, and year, for Production Modified vehicles. 
 
 F) All vehicles MUST have the following: 
 

(a) A roll cage that complies with Section 6 
(b) Seat belts for driver and co-driver. 
(c) Hand grips for navigator/co-driver must be fitted within the confines of the roll cage 

and body. 
(d) Crash helmets for driver and co-driver. 
(e) Tow Hooks securely fitted to the front and the rear of the vehicle,.  Tow balls will not 

be permitted. 
      (f) An operable fire extinguisher of not less than .9kg (2lb) Dry Powder or foam 

equivalent, and must be securely mounted in an accessible place. The fire 
extinguisher’s gauge must read in the green , the extinguisher must be in good 
condition and have a five year statutory pressure test\service life. 

 (g) Fuel tight caps fitted to all fuel tanks. 
(h) Two throttle springs fitted, with at least one to the carburettor butterfly shaft, unless 

fuel injected, then only one spring needed as supplied by manufacturer. 
(j) A bonnet which completely covers the engine bay.  (bonnet scoops and side 

ventilation permitted). 
(k) Adequate firewall and floor panels, etc. to protect the occupants from engine, running 

gear, and the ground. 
(l) All vehicles must have mudguards. 
(m) If operating on, or carrying CNG or LPG, a current Alternative Fuel System Certificate 

of Fitness, which must be presented at scrutineering. 
(n) An efficient muffler, or spark arrestor. 
(o) Lubricants in gearboxes, transfer boxes, and differentials.  Any type of lubricant may 

be used. 
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(p) Foot restraints at no less than 100mm from floor to be fitted, or incorporated into 
body design. 

(q) Seats must be mounted securely and be in good condition.  Back and head must be 
supported by either full back or combination high back seat and head rest as in fig 5, 
p16.  There must be a support bar spanning the main hoop behind both seats To be 
constructed of 1” NB pipe and be positioned above ¾ of the height of the seat. 

  An equal structure for the support of the rear of the seat may be used but must satisfy 
the national scrutineers that it will do the same job. This bar may be removable by 
using a tongue and gusset type mount. 

(r)  A main hydraulic braking system, working on all four wheels when foot brakes are 
applied.   

(s) Flexible brake lines shall be used where required and are to be anchored as per 
recognised automotive standards. 

 
 G) All vehicles MAY have the following: 
 

(a) Any of the following fuels: Petrol, Diesel, CNG, or LPG.  If CNG or LPG is used, or 
carried, the system must have been installed by an Authorised Person, and must 
comply with the requirements of each class as to carburettor venturi number and size. 

(b) A protective bulkhead, or partition between any fuel tank and the driver/co-driver 
compartment, sufficient to prevent the passage of flame or liquid.  While not 
mandatory, it is strongly recommended that such protection is fitted. 

(c) A spare wheel, if carried must be securely mounted. 
(d) Dive bottles, or similar apparatus.  If carried these bottles must be securely mounted, 

and must run through a regulator with the output pressure set to a maximum of 150 
psi, and only an inert (non-inflammable) gas may be used. 

 (e)       Snorkels fitted to the air intake. 
 (f)       All blinkers, headlights and tail lights may be removed. 

(g)      A parking brake, independent of the main hydraulic braking system, capable of holding 
the vehicle at rest on a grade of 1 in 5. 

(h)      Beadlocks 
(i)     Tubes fitted in all tyres to be used in competition 
(j)     Factory gauges and gauge panels can be replaced with aftermarket gauges and 

panels. 
 
 H) All vehicles MUST NOT have the following: 
 

(a) Exposed exhaust systems fitted in such a manner as to be likely to cause injury or 
burns. 

(b) Radiators, fans, or drive belts mounted on the roll cage, or in any other exposed 
position on the vehicle so as to be capable of causing injury to any person. 

(c) Mud guards, or any other part of the body, with sharp outer edges, or other 
protrusions which could cause injury. 

(d) Any loose, or insecure equipment, parts, or tools. 
(e) Any loose mats, insulation, interior panels, or trim. 
(f) Agricultural tyres.  An agricultural tyre is defined as any tyre, not legal for road use or 

speed rated for less than 30 Kph, having the clearance area exceeding 58% of tread 
area at 6 psi. 

 (g)      Tyre tread patterns intentionally altered in any way.   
(h) Chains, or tyres spikes. 

 
 I) SEAT BELTS 
  
  a) A full harness seat belt with a 3 point mounting is the minimum requirement. Seat belts 

must be of a factory made harness system, must be worn correctly and be in good 
condition. 

 b) Shoulder strap mounting points are to be positioned so that the straps are at not more 
than 45 degree. angle from a horizontal plane extending from an occupant’s shoulders. 

 c) The use of inertia reel type seat belts is forbidden. 
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 J) CRASH HELMETS 
 
  a) Crash helmets must be of an approved type as per NZ  and /or European standards and 

must display the Standards Number. 
  b) Crash helmets and straps must be free from damage, and fit the wearer correctly. 
 
 K) WHEELS 
 

a) Competitors may present for scrutineering, any number of sets of rims with tyres fitted, 
and so long as these pass scrutineering, shall compete on one set (four rims and tyres) 
selected prior to the start of the event. 

b) Changes to the selected set will only be permitted if tyre or rim damage results in the 
vehicle not being able to continue, and only the damaged wheel may be changed.  

 
 L) BODY 
 
  (a) On all vehicles the top may be removed i.e.: roof, side panels, pillars, tops of 

doors,windscreen, and all glass down to the height of the windscreen base or to no lower 
than it left the Master Distributors factory as a soft top body. 

(b)  On all vehicles in addition to the above, tailgates, spare wheel carriers, footstep 
assemblies, rear seats, and factory built roll bars may be removed. 

(c)  Bumpers and bumperettes may be lightened, altered or replaced with aftermarket 
bumpers.  

(d)  Front (bull) rear, or side bars may be added, but must be to WOF standard. 
(e)  Standard seats may be added. 
(f)  The body may be modified to allow the installation of any engine, gearbox, or transfer 

case, provided that floor and bulkhead/firewall panels are complete. 
(g)  Original doors may be replaced with non-standard doors, or removed. 
(h)  The bonnet may be modified to improve engine cooling, but must completely cover the 

engine bay. 
(i)  Any modification to the wheel arch and inner guards can be made provided some form of 

inner guard made from any material is in place and that they are no higher than the lower 
edge of the original bonnet.  With no sharp edges that can cause harm. 

 (j)  Panels made from materials not used in production assembly may be used provided the 
panels equal or exceed the original panel weight, and conform to the original design and 
shape, and it is proved that either: 

i) The body panels concerned are no longer available, e.g. Gipsy panels. 
 or 
ii) The body panels concerned are less expensive than the original panel. 
 Or 
iii) The panels concerned can be one piece design, eg. One piece fibreglass bonnet, 

guards and front grill. 
 
 M) CHASSIS 
 
  a) The chassis may only be modified to allow for front tyre clearance, or for changing 

independent differential assemblies, engine or gearbox/transfer case mounts, and such 
modifications shall be only those required to install another independent differential 
assembly, engine, gearbox or transfer case or to allow tyre clearance. 

 
 N) DIFFERENTIALS 
 
  a) Production modified vehicles may not have any form of locking devices or limited slip etc. 

in differentials or on axles, whether factory fitted or aftermarket. 
b) Differentials may be internally modified, and axles changed. 
c) Anti sway/roll bars may be removed from differentials. 
d) Vehicles with independent suspension may replace standard independent differential 

assemblies with any brand of factory made independent differential assemble, provided 
the suspension is not altered in any way. 
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 O) BRAKES 
 
  a) Production modified vehicles may fit brake boosters, tandem master cylinders, and/or disc 

brakes to the original brake system.  
 
 P) CLUTCH 
 

a) Clutch plates, pressure plates, and release bearings may be replaced with aftermarket 
clutch parts. 
 

b) Clutch cables may be replaced with hydraulic clutch operation systems. 
 
 Q) SHOCK ABSORBERS 
 
  Production modified vehicles may fit heavy duty shock absorbers provided they are fitted to 

the original mounts, and equal the number of shock absorbers that were factory fitted. 
 
 R) SPRINGS 
 
 Production modified vehicles may fit shackle stops, and overset springs may be used, 

provided they conform to the original design. 
 
 S) RIMS 
 
 Production modified vehicles must use rims which are no wider than eight inches, and not 

more than sixteen inches in diameter. 
 
(a) Track of wheel may be altered. 
(b) Wheel spacers may be used. 
 

 T) TYRES 
 

A Class - Maximum tyre size for Production Modified Vehicles will be 31” x 12.5” or metric 
equivalent as per manufacturers specifications or as marked on tyre wall. 
 
B Class - Maximum tyre size for Production Modified Vehicles will be 33” x 12.5” or metric 
equivalent as per manufacturers specifications or as marked on tyre wall. 
 

 

 U) FITTINGS AND ACCESSORIES 
 

      The following items may be removed: emission control equipment, wiper arms, screen and 
headlamp washers, rear vision mirrors, sun visors, heaters and ducting, air conditioning, 
horns, clocks, radios, cigarette lighters, ash trays, centre consoles, cabin lights, inside door 
handles, window winder mechanisms, all associated wiring and window wiper mechanisms. 

 
 

 V) Production Modified Vehicles may have any form of modification to, or transplant of the 
following: 

 

(a) Engine 
(b) Gearbox and/or transfer case  
(c) Ignition System 
(d) Fuel System 
(e) Steering, except four wheel steering and orbital steering  

  (f) Exhaust 
  (g)  Cooling System (Any form of modification can be made to the cooling system as long 

as the radiator remains securely mounted anywhere under the confines of the bonnet) 
  (h) Drive Shafts 
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7.2 SUPER MODIFIED VEHICLES - CLASSES C AND D 
 

Following the 2007 AGM, all vehicle class rules can only be changed by remit every third year. 
ie: 2010, 2013, 2016 

 
 A) All vehicles MUST have the following: 
 

(a) A roll cage that complies with Section 6 
(b) Seat belts for driver and co-driver. 
(c) Hand grips for navigator/co-driver must be fitted within the confines of the roll cage 

and body. 
(d) Crash helmets for driver and co-driver. 
(e) Tow Hooks securely fitted to the front and the rear of the vehicle.  Tow balls will not be 

permitted. 
     (f) An operable fire extinguisher of not less than .9kg (2lb) Dry Powder or foam 

equivalent, and must be securely mounted in an accessible place. The fire 
extinguisher’s gauge must read in the green, the extinguisher must be in good 
condition and have a five year statutory pressure test\service life. 

 (g) Fuel tight caps fitted to all fuel tanks. 
(h) Two throttle springs fitted, with at least one to the carburettor butterfly shaft, unless 

fuel injected, then only one spring needed as supplied by manufacturer. 
(j) A bonnet which completely covers the engine bay.  (bonnet scoops and side 

ventilation permitted). 
(k) Adequate firewall and floor panels, etc. to protect the occupants from engine, running 

gear, and the ground. 
(l) All vehicles must have mudguards. 
(m) If operating on, or carrying CNG or LPG, a current MOT Alternative Fuel System 

Certificate of Fitness, which must be presented at scrutineering. 
(n) An efficient muffler, or spark arrestor. 
(o) Lubricants in gearboxes, transfer boxes, and differentials.  Any type of lubricant may 

be used. 
(p) Foot restraints at no less than 100mm from floor to be fitted, or incorporated into body 

design. 
(q) Seats must be mounted securely and be in good condition.  Back and head must be 

supported by either full back or combination high back seat and head rest as in fig 5, 
p16.  There must be a support bar spanning the main hoop behind both seats To be 
constructed of 1” NB pipe and be positioned above ¾ of the height of the seat. An 
equal structure for the support of the rear of the seat may be used but must satisfy the 
National Scrutineers that it will do the same job. This bar may be removable by using 
a tongue and gusset type mount. 

(r)  A main hydraulic braking system, working on all four wheels when foot brakes are 
applied.  Where inline wheel brake master cylinders are used, there must be a 
mechanical stop so as not to allow the piston to come out, if the circlip and/or groove 
is broken. 

(s) Flexible brake lines shall be used where required and are to be anchored as per 
recognised automotive standards. 

 
 B) All vehicles MAY have the following: 
 

(a) Any of the following fuels: Petrol, Diesel, CNG, or LPG.  If CNG or LPG is used, or 
carried, the system must have been installed by an Authorised Person, and must 
comply with the requirements of each class as to carburettor venturi number and size. 

(b) A protective bulkhead, or partition between any fuel tank and the driver/co-driver 
compartment, sufficient to prevent the passage of flame or liquid.  While not 
mandatory, it is strongly recommended that such protection is fitted. 

(c) A spare wheel, if carried must be securely mounted. 
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(d) Dive bottles, or similar apparatus.  If carried these bottles must be securely mounted, 

and must run through a regulator with the output pressure set to a maximum of 150 
psi, and only an inert (non-inflammable) gas may be used. 

 (e)      Snorkels fitted to the air intake. 
 (f)      All blinkers, headlights and tail lights may be removed. 

(g)  A parking brake, independent of the main hydraulic braking system, capable of 
holding the vehicle at rest on a grade of 1 in 5. 

 (h)  Beadlocks 
(i) Tubes fitted in all tyres to be used in competition. 
 

 C) All vehicles MUST NOT have the following: 
 

(a) Exposed exhaust systems fitted in such a manner as to be likely to cause injury or 
burns. 

(b) Radiators, fans, or drive belts mounted on the roll cage, or in any other exposed 
position on the vehicle so as to be capable of causing injury to any person. 

(c) Mud guards, or any other part of the body, with sharp outer edges, or other 
protrusions which could cause injury. 

(d) Any loose, or insecure equipment, parts, or tools. 
(e) Any loose mats, insulation, interior panels, or trim. 
(f) Agricultural tyres.  An agricultural tyre is defined as any tyre, not legal for road use or 

speed rated for less than 30 Kph, having the clearance area exceeding 58% of tread 
area at 6 psi. 

 (g)       Tyre tread patterns intentionally altered in any way.   
(h) Chains, or tyres spikes. 

 
D) In all cases of any doubt, or dispute arising regarding the compliance of any vehicle with 

these Regulations, or the eligibility of any vehicle for any class, the onus shall rest with the 
competitor to prove compliance, or eligibility. 

 
 E) SEAT BELTS 
  
  a) A full harness seat belt with a 3 point mounting is the minimum requirement. Seat belts 

must be of a factory made harness system, must be worn correctly and be in good 
condition. 

 b) Shoulder strap mounting points are to be positioned so that the straps are at not more 
than 45 degree. angle from a horizontal plane extending from an occupant’s shoulders. 

 c) The use of inertia reel type seat belts is forbidden. 
 

 F) CRASH HELMETS 
 
  a) Crash helmets must be of an approved type as per NZ and/or European standards and 

must display the Standards Number. 
  b) Crash helmets and straps must be free from damage, and fit the wearer correctly. 
 
 G) WHEELS 
 
  a) Competitors may present for scrutineering, any number of sets of rims with tyres fitted, 

and so long as these pass scrutineering, shall compete on one set (four rims and tyres) 
selected prior to the start of the event. 

 
b) Changes to the selected set will only be permitted if tyre or rim damage results in the 

vehicle not being able to continue, and only the damaged wheel may be changed. 
 
 H) TYRES 
 

C Class - Maximum tyre size for Super Modified Vehicles will be 35” x 14.5” or metric 
equivalent as per manufacturers specifications or as marked on tyre wall. 
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D Class - Maximum tyre size for Super Modified Vehicles will be 35” x 14.5” or metric 
equivalent as per manufacturers specifications or as marked on tyre wall 

I) Super modified vehicles may have any form of modification to, or transplant of the following: 
(a) Body 
(b) Chassis 
(c) Engine 
(d) Cooling System 
(e) Gearbox and/or transfer case 
(f) Clutch 
(g) Ignition System 
(h) Fuel System 
(i) Steering 
(j) Exhaust 
(k) Differentials 
(l) Brakes 
(m) Suspension 
(n) Rims 
(o) Electrical System 
(p) Seats 
 

J) Super Modified vehicles may modify or remove any other parts, fittings, or accessories not 
listed above, provided the vehicle complies with all other requirements of these Regulations. 

 

7.3 SUPER PRODUCTION VEHICLES ï CLASS E AND F 
 

Following the 2007 AGM, all vehicle class rules can only be changed by remit every third year. 
ie: 2010, 2013, 2016 

 
 A) A Super Production Vehicle is as it leaves the master distributor’s factory, and must use 

original equipment and parts for the vehicle make, and model, except as expressly permitted, 
or disallowed, in the requirements of this Section 7.3. 

 
B) Super Production Vehicles must exceed fifty fully built up units of the same make and model 

or public sale by the master distributor. 
 
C) Any competitor who deliberately enters a Super Production Class Vehicle with any 

modification other than permitted in these Regulations, will lose all points gained, and be 
banned from competing in the rest of the Series. 

 
 D) In all cases of any doubt, or dispute arising regarding the compliance of any vehicle with 

these Regulations, or the eligibility of any vehicle for any class, the onus shall rest with the 
competitor to prove compliance, or eligibility. 

 
 E) If required, the competitor must supply a set of factory specifications for the vehicle make, 

model, and year, for Super Production Class vehicles 
  
 F) All vehicles MUST have the following: 
 

(a) A roll cage that complies with Section 6 
(b) Seat belts for driver and co-driver. 
(c) Hand grips for navigator/co-driver must be fitted within the confines of the roll cage 

and body. 
(d) Crash helmets for driver and co-driver. 
(e) Tow Hooks securely fitted to the front and the rear of the vehicle,.  Tow balls will not 

be permitted. 
       (f) An operable fire extinguisher of not less than .9kg (2lb) Dry Powder or foam 

equivalent, and must be securely mounted in an accessible place. The fire 
extinguisher’s gauge must read in the green , the extinguisher must be in good 
condition and have a five year statutory pressure test\service life. 
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 (g) Fuel tight caps fitted to all fuel tanks. 
(h) Two throttle springs fitted, with at least one to the carburettor butterfly shaft, unless 

fuel injected, then only one spring needed as supplied by manufacturer. 
(j) A bonnet which completely covers the engine bay.  (bonnet scoops and side 

ventilation permitted). 
(k) Adequate firewall and floor panels, etc. to protect the occupants from engine, running 

gear, and the ground. 
(l) All vehicles must have mudguards. 
(m) If operating on, or carrying CNG or LPG, a current MOT Alternative Fuel System 

Certificate of Fitness, which must be presented at scrutineering. 
(n) An efficient muffler, or spark arrestor. 
(o) Lubricants in gearboxes, transfer boxes, and differentials.  Any type of lubricant may 

be used. 
(p) Foot restraints at no less than 100mm from floor to be fitted, or incorporated into body 

design. 
(q) Seats must be mounted securely and be in good condition.  Back and head must be 

supported by either full back or combination high back seat and head rest as in fig 5, 
p16.  There must be a support bar spanning the main hoop behind both seats To be 
constructed of 1” NB pipe and be positioned above ¾ of the height of the seat. An 
equal structure for the support of the rear of the seat may be used but must satisfy the 
National Scrutineers that it will do the same job. This bar may be removable by using 
a tongue and gusset type mount. 

(r)  A main hydraulic braking system, working on all four wheels when foot brakes are 
applied.  Where inline wheel brake master cylinders are used, there must be a 
mechanical stop so as not to allow the piston to come out, if the circlip and/or groove 
is broken. 

(t) Flexible brake lines shall be used where required and are to be anchored as per               
recognised automotive standards. 

 
 G) All vehicles MAY have the following: 
 

(a) Any of the following fuels: Petrol, Diesel, CNG, or LPG.  If CNG or LPG is used, or 
carried, the system must have been installed by an Authorised Person, and must 
comply with the requirements of each class as to carburettor venturi number and size. 

(b) A protective bulkhead, or partition between any fuel tank and the driver/co-driver 
compartment, sufficient to prevent the passage of flame or liquid.  While not 
mandatory, it is strongly recommended that such protection is fitted. 

(c) A spare wheel, if carried must be securely mounted. 
 (d) Dive bottles, or similar apparatus.  If carried these bottles must be securely mounted, 

and must run through a regulator with the output pressure set to a maximum of 150 
psi, and only an inert (non-inflammable) gas may be used. 

 (e)      Snorkels fitted to the air intake. 
 (f)      All blinkers, headlights and tail lights may be removed. 

(g)  A parking brake, independent of the main hydraulic braking system, capable of 
holding the vehicle at rest on a grade of 1 in 5. 

 (h)  Beadlocks 
(i)      Tubes fitted in all tyres to be used in competition 
(j)   Factory gauges and gauge panels can be replaced with aftermarket gauges and panels. 

 
 H) All vehicles MUST NOT have the following: 
 

(a) Exposed exhaust systems fitted in such a manner as to be likely to cause injury or burns. 
(b) Radiators, fans, or drive belts mounted on the roll cage, or in any other exposed 

position on the vehicle so as to be capable of causing injury to any person. 
(c) Mud guards, or any other part of the body, with sharp outer edges, or other 

protrusions which could cause injury. 
(d) Any loose, or insecure equipment, parts, or tools. 
(e) Any loose mats, insulation, interior panels, or trim. 
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(f) Agricultural tyres.  An agricultural tyre is defined as any tyre, not legal for road use or 

speed rated for less than 30 Kph, having the clearance area exceeding 58% of tread 
area at 6 psi. 

 (g) Tyre tread patterns intentionally altered in any way.   
(h) Chains, or tyres spikes. 

 
 I) SEAT BELTS 
  
  a) A full harness seat belt with a 3 point mounting is the minimum requirement. Seat belts 

must be of a factory made harness system, must be worn correctly and be in good condition. 
 b) Shoulder strap mounting points are to be positioned so that the straps are at not more 
than 45 degree. angle from a horizontal plane extending from an occupant’s shoulders. 

 c) The use of inertia reel type seat belts is forbidden. 
 

 J) CRASH HELMETS 
 
  a) Crash helmets must be of an approved type as per NZ and/or European standards and 

must display the Standards Number.  
 b) Crash helmets and straps must be free from damage, and fit the wearer correctly. 

 
 K) WHEELS 
 
  a) Competitors may present for scrutineering, any number of sets of rims with tyres fitted, 

and so long as these pass scrutineering, shall compete on one set (four rims and tyres) 
selected prior to the start of the event. 

 
  b) Changes to the selected set will only be permitted if tyre or rim damage results in the 

vehicle not being able to continue, and only the damaged wheel may be changed. 
  
 L) BODY 
 
   a) On all vehicles the top may be removed i.e.: roof, side panels, pillars, tops of doors, 

windscreen, and all glass down to the height of the windscreen base or to no lower than it 
left the Master Distributors factory as a soft top body. 

 b)  On all vehicles in addition to the above, tailgates, spare wheel carriers, footstep 
assemblies, rear seats, and factory built roll bars may be removed. 

c)  Bumpers and bumperettes may be lightened, altered or replaced with aftermarket 
bumpers. 

d)  Front (bull) rear, or side bars may be added. 
e)  Standard seats may be replaced with non-standard seats. 
f)  The body may be modified to allow the installation of any engine, gearbox, or transfer 

case, provided that floor and bulkhead/firewall panels are complete. 
g)  Original doors may be replaced with non-standard doors, or removed. 
h)  The bonnet may be modified to improve engine cooling, but must completely cover the 

engine bay. 
i)  Any modification to the wheel arch and inner guards can be made provided some form of 

inner guard made from any material is in place and that they are no higher than the lower 
edge of the original bonnet.  With no sharp edges left that can cause harm. 

j)  Panels made from materials not used in production assembly may be used provided the 
panels equal or exceed the original panel weight, and conform to the original design and 
shape, and it is proved that either: 

i) The body panels concerned are no longer available, e.g. Gipsy panels. 
 Or 
ii) The body panels concerned are less expensive than the original panel. 
 Or 
iii) The panels concerned can be one piece design, eg. One piece fibreglass bonnet, 

guards and front grill. 
k) The front wheel inner guard and firewall may be modified to allow for suspension 

alterations as per rule 7.3 O) a) 
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 M) CHASSIS 
 
  a) The chassis may be modified to allow for front tyre clearance, or for changing engine 

or gearbox/transfer case mounts, and such modifications shall be only those required 
to install another engine, gearbox or transfer case or to allow tyre clearance. 

  b) Modifications to the chassis may be made to allow for front suspension modifications 
as per rule 7.3 O) (a) 

  c) Front chassis rails may be shortened 
 

 
 N) DIFFERENTIALS 
 
  a) Super Production modified vehicles may not have any form of locking devices or limited 

slip etc. in differentials or on axles, whether factory fitted or aftermarket. 
b) Differentials may be internally modified, and axles changed. 
c) Anti sway/roll bars may be removed from differentials. 
d)   Standard differential assemblies may be replaced with any brand of factory made 

differential assemblies I.E. complete housing, head, and axles. 
 
 O) SUSPENSION 
 
  a) Any form of suspension modification may be made to the front of the vehicle. 

b) Rear springs and suspension must be factory design and specification for that year, 
make and model of vehicle & a rear single top link may be fitted to the rear differential. 
Note: original mounts MUST be used on donor differential housing 

  
 P) TYRES 
 

a) E Class - Maximum tyre size for Super production vehicles will be 33” x 14.5” or metric 
equivalent as per manufacturers specifications or as marked on tyre wall. 

 
F Class - Maximum tyre size for Super production vehicles will be 35” x 14.5” or metric 
equivalent as per manufacturers specifications or as marked on tyre wall. 

 
  b) Any form of modification to rims is permitted. 
 
 Q) BRAKES 
 
  a) Super Production vehicles may fit brake boosters, tandem master cylinders, and/or disc 

brakes to the original brake system. 
  b) Independent wheel brakes may be fitted to either the front or rear of the vehicle but not 

both. 
 
 R) CLUTCH 
 
  a) Clutch plates, pressure plates, and release bearings may be replaced with aftermarket 

clutch parts. 
b) Clutch cables may be replaced with hydraulic clutch operation systems. 

 
 S) SHOCK ABSORBERS 
 
  Super Production vehicles may fit heavy duty shock absorbers provided they are fitted to the 

original mounts, and equal the number of shock absorbers that were factory fitted. 
(Interpreted if front suspension is modifed as per 7.3.O a, then rear shock absorbers may be 
fitted as per this clause 7.3.S) 
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 T) SPRINGS 
 
  Super Production vehicles may fit shackle stops, and overset springs may be used, provided 

they conform to the original design. 
 
 U) RIMS 
 
  a) Track of wheel may be altered. 
  b) Wheel spacers may be used. 
 
 V) FITTINGS AND ACCESSORIES 
 

  a) The following items may be removed: emission control equipment, wiper arms, screen 
and headlamp washers, rear vision mirrors, sun visors, heaters and ducting, air conditioning, 
horns, clocks, radios, cigarette lighters, ash trays, centre consoles, cabin lights, inside door 
handles, window winder mechanisms, all associated wiring and window wiper mechanisms. 

  
 W) Super Production Vehicles may have any form of modification to, or transplant of the 

following: 
 

(a) Engine 
(b) Gearbox and/or transfer case  
(c) Ignition System 
(d) Fuel System 
(e) Steering, except four wheel steering and orbital steering  

  (f) Exhaust 
(g)  Cooling System (Any form of modification can be made to the cooling system as long 

as the radiator remains securely mounted anywhere under the confines of the bonnet) 
(h)  Drive Shafts. 

 
 

7.4 OPEN PRODUCTION VEHICLES - CLASS G 
 

Following the 2007 AGM, all vehicle class rules can only be changed by remit every third year. 
ie: 2010, 2013, 2016 

 
 A) An Open Production vehicle is as it leaves the master distributor’s factory, and must use 

original equipment and parts for the vehicle make, model and year, except as expressly 
permitted, or dis-allowed in the requirements of this Section 7.4.  

 

 B) Open Production vehicles must exceed fifty fully built up units of the same make and model 
for public sale by the master distributor. 

 

 C) Any competitor who deliberately enters an Open Production Class Vehicle with any 
modification other than permitted in these Regulations, will lose all points gained, and be banned 
from competing in the rest of the series. 

  
 D) In all cases of any doubt, or dispute arising regarding the compliance of any vehicle with 

these Regulations, or the eligibility of any vehicle for any class, the onus shall rest with the 
competitor to prove compliance, or eligibility. 

 
 E) If required, the competitor must supply a set of factory specifications for the vehicle make, 

model, and year, for Open Production Class vehicles 
   
 F) All vehicles MUST have the following: 
 

(a) A roll cage that complies with Section 6 
(b) Seat belts for driver and co-driver. 
(c) Hand grips for navigator/co-driver must be fitted within the confines of the roll cage 

and body. 
(d) Crash helmets for driver and co-driver. 
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(e) Tow Hooks securely fitted to the front and the rear of the vehicle,.  Tow balls will not 
be permitted. 

 
      (f) An operable fire extinguisher of not less than .9kg (2lb) Dry Powder or foam 

equivalent, and must be securely mounted in an accessible place. The fire 
extinguisher’s gauge must read in the green , the extinguisher must be in good 
condition and have a five year statutory pressure test\service life. 

 
(g) Fuel tight caps fitted to all fuel tanks. 
(h) Two throttle springs fitted, with at least one to the carburettor butterfly shaft, unless 

fuel injected, then only one spring needed as supplied by manufacturer. 
(j) A bonnet which completely covers the engine bay.  (bonnet scoops and side 

ventilation permitted). 
(k) Adequate firewall and floor panels, etc. to protect the occupants from engine, running 

gear, and the ground. 
(l) All vehicles must have mudguards. 
(m) If operating on, or carrying CNG or LPG, a current MOT Alternative Fuel System 

Certificate of Fitness, which must be presented at scrutineering. 
(n) An efficient muffler, or spark arrestor. 
(o) Lubricants in gearboxes, transfer boxes, and differentials.  Any type of lubricant may 

be used. 
(p) Foot restraints at no less than 100mm from floor to be fitted, or incorporated into body 

design. 
(q) Seats must be mounted securely and be in good condition.  Back and head must be 

supported by either full back or combination high back seat and head rest as in fig 5, 
p16.  There must be a support bar spanning the main hoop behind both seats To be 
constructed of 1” NB pipe and be positioned above ¾ of the height of the seat. An 
equal structure for the support of the rear of the seat may be used but must satisfy the 
National Scrutineers that it will do the same job. This bar may be removable by using 
a tongue and gusset type mount. 

(r) A main hydraulic braking system, working on all four wheels when foot brakes are 
applied.   

(s) Flexible brake lines shall be used where required and are to be anchored as per 
recognised automotive standards. 

 
 G) All vehicles MAY have the following: 
 

(a) Any of the following fuels: Petrol, Diesel, CNG, or LPG.  If CNG or LPG is used, or 
carried, the system must have been installed by an Authorised Person, and must 
comply with the requirements of each class as to carburettor venturi number and size. 

(b) A protective bulkhead, or partition between any fuel tank and the driver/co-driver 
compartment, sufficient to prevent the passage of flame or liquid.  While not 
mandatory, it is strongly recommended that such protection is fitted. 

(c) A spare wheel, if carried must be securely mounted. 
(d) Dive bottles, or similar apparatus.  If carried these bottles must be securely mounted, 

and must run through a regulator with the output pressure set to a maximum of 150 
psi, and only an inert (non-inflammable) gas may be used. 

 (e)      Snorkels fitted to the air intake. 
 (f)      All blinkers, headlights and tail lights may be removed. 

(g)  A parking brake, independent of the main hydraulic braking system, capable of 
holding the vehicle at rest on a grade of 1 in 5. 

(h)      Beadlocks 
(i) Tubes fitted in all tyres to be used in competition 
(j) Factory gauges and gauge panels can be replaced with aftermarket gauges and panels. 

  
 H) All vehicles MUST NOT have the following: 
 

(a) Exposed exhaust systems fitted in such a manner as to be likely to cause injury or 
burns. 
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(b) Radiators, fans, or drive belts mounted on the roll cage, or in any other exposed 
position on the vehicle so as to be capable of causing injury to any person. 

 
 
(c) Mud guards, or any other part of the body, with sharp outer edges, or other 

protrusions which could cause injury. 
(d) Any loose, or insecure equipment, parts, or tools. 
(e) Any loose mats, insulation, interior panels, or trim. 
(f) Agricultural tyres.  An agricultural tyre is defined as any tyre, not legal for road use or 

speed rated for less than 30 Kph, having the clearance area exceeding 58% of tread 
area at 6 psi. 

 (g)  Tyre tread patterns intentionally altered in any way.   
(h) Chains, or tyres spikes. 

 
 I) SEAT BELTS 
  
  a) A full harness seat belt with a 3 point mounting is the minimum requirement. Seat belts 

must be of a factory made harness system, must be worn correctly and be in good 
condition. 

 b) Shoulder strap mounting points are to be positioned so that the straps are at not more 
than 45 degree. angle from a horizontal plane extending from an occupant’s shoulders. 

 c) The use of inertia reel type seat belts is forbidden. 
 

 J) CRASH HELMETS 
 
  a) Crash helmets must be of an approved type as per NZ and or European standards and 

must display the Standards Number. 
  b)    Crash helmets and straps must be free from damage, and fit the wearer correctly. 
 
 K) WHEELS 
 
  a) Competitors may present for scrutineering, any number of sets of rims with tyres fitted, 

and so long as these pass scrutineering, shall compete on one set (four rims and tyres) 
selected prior to the start of the event. 

  b)  Changes to the selected set will only be permitted if tyre or rim damage results in the 
vehicle not being able to continue, and only the damaged wheel may be changed. 

 
 L) BODY 
 

  (a) On all vehicles the top may be removed, i.e.: roof, side panels, pillars, tops of doors, 
windscreen, and all glass, down to the height of the windscreen base or to no lower 
than it left the Master Distributors factory as soft top body. 

(b)  On all vehicles, in addition to the above, tailgates, spare wheel carriers, footstep 
assemblies, rear seats, and factory built roll bars may be removed. 

(c)  Bumpers and bumperettes may be lightened, altered, or replaced with aftermarket 
bumpers. 

(d) Front (bull), rear or side bars may be added. 
(e) Standard seats may be replaced with non-standard seats. 
(f) Panels made from materials not used in production assembly may be used provided 

the panels equal or exceed the original panel weight, and conform to the original 
design and shape, and it is proved that either: 

 i) The body panels concerned are no longer available e.g.: Gipsy panels. 
 or 
ii) The body panels concerned are less expensive than the original panels. 
 Or 
iii) The panel concerned can be one piece design, eg. One piece fibreglass bonnet, 

guards and front grill. 
 
 M) ENGINE 
 

  Engines may only be modified as follows: 
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(a) Cylinder head may be planed, ported, and polished. 
(b) Internal engine components may be bored, balanced polished, and blueprinted. 

 

 N) FAN 
 

  Fans may be removed, or plastic fans replaced with metal fans. 
 
 O) IGNITION SYSTEMS 
 

  Ignition systems may only be modified as follows: 
 
 

(a) Distributor may be internally modified. 
(b) Coils, high and low tension leads, and wiring, may be replaced with non-standard 

parts. 
(c) Ignition components may be waterproofed by using spray-on or other similar 

waterproofing treatments. 
 

 P) FUEL SYSTEM 
 

  Vehicles must use the factory fitted fuel system, which may include turbo-charges, super-
chargers, and/or petrol injection, but may not use aftermarket units. 

  
 Q) GEARBOX 
 

  (a) Vehicles may have factory fitted locking devices in transfer cases, e.g. Range Rover, 
Jeep, Niva. 

(b) Gearboxes and transfer cases may be internally modified. 
 

 

 R) DIFFERENTIALS 
 

  Vehicles must use factory fitted differentials, which may include locking devices, limited slip, 
etc., in differentials or on axles, but may not use aftermarket units. 

 

  
 S) BRAKES 
 

  Vehicles may fit brake boosters and/or tandem brake master cylinders to the original brake 
system. 

 
 T) CLUTCH 
 

  (a) Clutch plates, pressure plates and release bearings may be replaced with aftermarket 
clutch parts. 

(b) Clutch cables may be replaced with hydraulic clutch operation systems. 
 
 U) SHOCK ABSORBERS 
 

  Vehicles may fit heavy duty shock absorbers provided they are fitted to the original mounts, 
and equal the number of shock absorbers that were factory fitted. 

 
 V) EXHAUST 
 

  Vehicles may have any form of modification to the exhaust system, but exhaust must be to 
WOF standard. 

 
 W) RIMS 
 

  Vehicles must use rims which are no wider than eight inches and no more than sixteen inches 
in diameter. 

 

(a) Inside track of wheel must not be widened. 
 

(b) Wheel spacers must not be used. 
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 X) TYRES 
 

Maximum tyre size for vehicles will be 31” x 12.5” or metric equivalent as per manufacturers 
specifications or as marked on tyre wall. 

 
 Y) FITTINGS AND ACCESSORIES 
  The following items may be removed: emission control equipment, wiper arms, screen and 

headlamp washers, rear vision mirrors, sun visors, heaters and ducting, air conditioning, 
horns, clocks, radios, cigarette lighters, ash trays, centre consoles, cabin lights, inside door 
handles, and window winder mechanisms. 
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Competition Committee  

SCRUTINEERING SHEET 
 

 
Event Name: éééééééééééééééééééééééé Event Date: ...................................................... 

 

 

Drivers Name: .................................................................................................  

 

 

Vehicle Make: ......................................................................................................... PETROL   DIESEL   CNG   LPG  (circle) 

 

DRIVER                  CO-DRIVER 

Competition Licence No.: ...................................................... Competition Licence No.: .................................................. 

 
 

 
 

C 
O 
M 
P 

P 
A 
S 
S 

F 
A 
I 
L 

R 
E 
C 
H 

 
ITEM 

CLASS 
ENTERED 

DRAW NO. 

    Navigators Licences Sighted  Comments 

    Drivers Competition Licences Sighted Licences  

    Roll Cage/Mounts/Welds/tags   

    Body/Chassis (secure)   

    Tow Hooks/Front and Rear/HT Bolts Chassis  

    Bonnet (secure) And  

    Seats (secure) Body  

    Seat Belts Approved Type (secure)   

    Knobs on Levers   

    Fire Extinguisher Approved Type/Test Date   

    Crash Helmet Approved Type/Condition   

    Rims Size   

    Tyres Approved Type/Size Wheels  

    Tubes in Tyres   

    Wheel Nuts and Studs (secure)   

    Foot Brake Operation   

    Brake Hoses and Pipes (no defects) Brakes  

    Battery (secure) Electrical  

    CNG/LPG Certificate (current)   

    Fuel Tank/Lines/Non Leak Fuel Cap (secure) Fuel  

    Engine/Transmission Mounts (secure)   

    Extra Throttle Spring (to carb butterfly) Engine  

    Cooling Fans/Drive Belts (shroud protection)   

    Adequate Exhaust System (protected)   

    Drive Shafts/Universals (secure) Drive and  

    Steering Box/Rack System (secure) Suspension  

    Steering Joints and Hoses (no defects) Components  

 CHECK LIST FOR: Production Classes. @ Delete for G Class 
*  Delete for Production Modified   #  Delete for Super Production 

     

    Correct Body   

    #* Correct Engine   

    #* Correct Transmission SCRUTINEERING  

    #* Correct Brake System PASSED  

    # Correct Suspension (# Front Suspension Only)   

    # Springs and Shock Absorbers (# Front Only) SCRUTINEER’S  

    # Shackles and Bushes (# Front Only) SIGNATURE  

    @No LSD, SRD, or Diff locking Devices   

    #* Inside Track Measurement ........................................  

       

www.4x4trials.co.nz 
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SECTION EIGHT - COURSE 

 
8.1 A) In planning a course, attention MUST be paid to the following: 
 

(a) Select as great a variety of types of ground as possible. 
(b) A minimum of 25 observed sections, excluding timed sections shall be set. 
(c) With the exception of timed sections, a minimum of half of the remaining observed 

sections in any course shall be graded. 
(d) Approaches to, and exits from sections must not present any unreasonable danger or 

difficulty. 
(e) Competitors must be able to at least reach the start of each section. 
(f) In any National/Zone event there shall be at least one timed observed section. 
(g) The correct method of determining the (line of the course) is to estimate the middle 

point of each set of pegs that creates the hazard, then judge the line that is formed by 
joining those points.  This will help to determine whether you need to apply a 6.25m 
radius from the inside peg, this giving the 12m turning circle required.  Eg: 

 
 
       
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reason: Using a diagram will make it easier for those setting up the course. 

 
B) Alternative access ways are to be planned in case of changes in weather or ground 

conditions. 
 
C) All escape routes (by-passes) if available must be clearly marked on the course. 
 
D) Unnatural or man made hazards are banned, e.g.: Tyre bogs.  However, straddling a rope, 

tyres on logs, or see-saws are permitted. (Interpreted as unnatural manmade hazards) 
 
 E) Reversing hazards are not permitted, (i.e. this means any hazard you are required to reverse 

as part of the hazard). 
 

8.2 ALL SECTIONS 
 
 A) The start of an observed section shall be indicated by Blue Pegs. 

 
B) (a) The boundaries of an observed section shall be indicated by Red Pegs on the right, 

and Yellow Pegs on the left, or by natural obstacles marked with the appropriate 
colours.  

(b) The boundaries of all observed sections shall be a minimum of three and a half 
metres apart. This is to be measured by line of sight. 

(c) The boundary pegs shall have a minimum height of one metre above the surface 
(ground, mud, water, etc.) of the section throughout the event. 
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                 (d) All Boundary Pegs at the base of sidlings, walls of death and both sides of hill                
climb sections must be made of alkathene of 3/4” or more diameter, marked Red or 
Yellow or Blue. 

(e) Touch pegs - Red or Yellow with Green tops - alkathene, may be used as boundary 
pegs on non-graded sections. 

(f)        All corners over 90 degrees will have a minimum turning circle of 12.5 clear metres 
 

C) The finish of an observed section shall be indicated by Blue Pegs. 
 

8.3 GRADED SECTIONS 
 
   (a) Graded sections shall be divided into sub-sections, with a minimum of three gradings 

(sub-sections) per section. 
 (b) The end of each sub-section shall be marked by a grading marker, or sign, indicating 

the points applicable to that sub-section. 
 

 

8.4 TIMED SECTIONS 
 
 A) At any event a maximum of four observed sections may be timed. 

 
 
B) All timed sections are subject to the following conditions: 

 
(a) Timed sections shall be no longer than 500 metres in length. 
 
(b) That no sections of an arduous, dangerous, or demanding nature are used, i.e. only 

those sections which can be completed without other than timed penalty by all 
classes, and the majority of competitors, may be timed. 

 
(c) The finish of a timed section may have a flying finish or a “garage” with the four 

corners marked by Blue Pegs. 
 

8.5 WATER SECTIONS 
 
 All water sections are subject to the following conditions: 
 

(a) Water sections must be less than 1 metre in depth. 
 
(b) Water sections are banned from the base of steep hill drops of more than 3 metres. 
 
(c) Entrances to, and exits from water section must be straight on, or at right angles to the 

water course to reduce the possibility of roll overs into water. 
 
(d) Water sections must have pegs of sufficient height to remain above any waves. 

 
 

SECTION NINE - COMPETITION 
 

9.1 TRIAL RULES 
 

 A) (a) Competition Drivers Licence number issued for the season becomes Drivers Vehicle 
number for the season. 

(b) Vehicle Numbers must be displayed throughout the event. 
 

B) (a) Organisers shall advise competitors of the order in which they will start at their first 
observed section. 
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(b) Competitors will maintain their start order unless forced to a temporary retirement due 

to mechanical failure, or requirement to be checked after roll over, or as directed by 
the Clerk of the Course. 

 

C) (a) There will be a multiple start. 
(b) The Organisers shall determine the order of running of each observed section. 
(c) The Organisers shall specify the time at which competitors must report to the start of 

their first observed section. 
 

D) There will be no time schedule to maintain except as below: 
 

(a) Competitors will proceed from section to section with as little delay as possible. 
(b) Any competitor suspected of loitering will be ordered to proceed by the Officials. 
(c) Competitors arriving at an observed section more than 30 minutes after the preceding 

competitor may not be permitted to attempt that observed section. 
(d) Competitors must hand in their score cards within 20 minutes after completing their 

final observed section, or if they retire from the event. 
 

E) (a) Once the course has been set and approved by the Stewards, there shall be no 
changes to any section, or any sections added, or removed, except sections may be 
removed when closed for safety or other reason by order of the Stewards or the Clerk 
of the Course. 

(b) The onus on following the correct route shall rest with the competitor. 
(c) No competitor shall attempt any one observed section more than once, unless 

specifically instructed to do so by the Clerk of the Course. 
(d) If a section is closed by the Stewards or the Clerk of the Course, no performance by 

any competitor on that section shall be counted in the results. 
(e) Once the first vehicle has attempted a hazard, it cannot be closed due to incorrect 

initial peg placement; Stewards may only close a hazard for safety reasons. 
 

F) (a) No outside assistance is permitted on observed sections. 
(b) Vehicles must complete the course, and proceed from section to section, under their 

own power. 
 

G) Competitors may inspect the course, usually, on the day prior to the event, unless the 
Information Sheet, states that an inspection of the course is unavailable, and the reason for 
no inspection being available. 

 

H) (a) Organisers have the right to add to these Regulations by issuing written Additional 
Supplementary Regulations (ASRs) but may not delete any of the Regulations. 

(b) Additional Supplementary Regulations (ASRs), if issued, may be sent to all 
competitors, but at the latest, will be handed to competitors at Scrutineering. 

(c) Any matters which arise after the issuing of ASRs will be advised to competitors at a 
Drivers’ Briefing to be held immediately prior to the start of the event. 

 

 
9.2 CREW RULES 
 
 A) The crew shall not be varied during the event except:  

(a) The co-driver may drive in any or all observed sections, provided he/she holds a 
Competition Drivers Licence. 
To retain points towards any championships, the driver must drive in at least three 
quarters of the sections set at any event. 

 
(b) The co-driver may be changed, provided always that the new crew member is an 

affiliated NZFWDA member, and that they hold a minimum of a Day Licence, and that 
the Entry Form and Indemnity have been signed. 

 
(c) The Clerk of the Course must be notified and give approval, before driver and co-

driver change position, or any changes to the crew are made. 



                                                                                                -       

Competitions Committee 2010-11 

 

37 

 
B) Only one passenger (co-driver) must be carried on the vehicle during observed sections, and 

that co-driver shall remain seated beside the driver throughout all observed sections. 
 

C) (a) Both driver and co-driver must be properly seated while the vehicle is negotiating a 
section. 

(b) Bouncing will be permitted only within the confines of the seating compartment, and 
then only so long as no portion of either the driver’s or co-driver’s body (other than 
arms and hands) is placed outside the seating compartment. 

 
(c) All competitors must wear seat belts while the vehicle is negotiating a section.  
 

D) All competitors must wear crash helmets with straps firmly secured while the vehicle is 
negotiating a section. 

 
E) Competitors are reminded of the dangers of competing with exposed limbs, and a short 

sleeved shirt be worn as minimum clothing, preferably fire resistant. Jandals and bare feet are 
banned. 

 
F) Where no windscreen is fitted, or it has been broken, it is recommended that competitors 

wear goggles, or a helmet visor, sufficient to protect the eyes. 
 

G) (a) Smoking is prohibited while negotiating any section. 
 (b) Firearms may not be carried during any event. 
 (c) The use of drugs or alcohol in any form is prohibited during any event. 

 
 H) (a) All competitors must act in a fair and sportsman like manner.   
  (b) Any competitor found to be cheating or abusing these Regulations shall be issued one 

of the below listed penalties from the National Competitions Committee Executive. 
 

I. 200 point hazard penalty. 
II. Loss of points for the trial at which the offence took place. 

III. Loss of points and banned for the season. 
 

 
9.3 SECTION RULES 
 
 A) (a) Before attempting an observed section, vehicles will be brought to rest with the 

leading wheel hub centre vertically over the start line, as indicated by the Officials, and 
the driver shall not proceed until instructed to do so. 

(b) A vehicle will be deemed to have entered an observed section when the leading wheel 
hub centre is past the blue pegs at the start of that section. 

(c) Failure to proceed, whether involuntary or otherwise, from the start position into an 
observed section when instructed to do so, will be regarded as failure in that section. 

(d) Competitors MUST be ready to start a hazard as soon as possible after previous 
vehicle. 

 
 B) Competitors will attempt to negotiate observed sections non-stop. 
 
 C) (a) Failure of a vehicle to maintain unassisted motion in the direction of the course, will be 

regarded as failure to comply with the requirements to proceed non-stop. 
(b) The point of failure will be when the hub centre of the leading wheel which is furthest 

from the start of the section, passes a sub-section marker or grading peg. 
(c) In a timed section, failure of a vehicle to maintain unassisted motion in the direction of 

the course shall not be regarded as failure.  Further attempts to complete the section 
shall be permitted until the maximum time allowed has elapsed. 

 
 D) (a) A vehicle will be deemed to have completed an observed section when the leading 

wheel hub centre is past the blue pegs at the end of that section, provided that no 
prior penalties have been incurred. 
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(b) Failure in an earlier, or lower sub-section will constitute failure in all succeeding sub-

sections. 
(c) In a timed section, a vehicle will be deemed to have completed the section when all 

four wheels are past the blue pegs at the end of that section, or when the vehicle 
stops with all our wheels inside the “garage” formed by four blue pegs. Reversing into 
garage will be allowed. 

 
E) A competitor will be deemed to have failed to negotiate a graded section when: 
 

(a) Any part of the competitors vehicle flattens, straddles, or runs over a boundary peg. 
(b) All four wheels of the vehicle cross the boundary of the course. 
(c) The point of failure will be deemed to be when the hub centre of the leading wheel is 

furthest from the start of the section when a boundary peg is flattened, straddled, or 
run over, or at the point where the boundary of the course is first crossed by all four 
wheels of the vehicle. 

(d) Should the point of failure coincide with a division between sub-sections, the points 
lost will be those appropriate to failure in which ever sub-section provides the greater 
penalty. 

 
 F) (a) A competitor will be deemed to have failed to negotiate a non-graded section when all 

four wheels of the vehicle cross the boundary of the course. 
(b) In a timed section, provided the vehicle re-enters the section at the point where all four 

wheels crossed the boundary, this shall not be regarded as failure. 
 
 

 9.4 SCORING 
 
 A) NZFWDA Score Cards will be issued and completed as follows: 
 

(a) A driver’s score card to each vehicle. 
(b) A marshal’s score card to each observed section. 
(c) Both the driver’s and the marshal’s cards will have points gained entered by pen as 

appropriate to media used. 
(d) When no penalties are incurred, zero or nil shall be entered on the score card.  Do not 

use “O”. 
(e) The competitor and the marshal shall sign each other’s card after entry of the score by 

the marshal. 
 
B) Competitors will start with zero points.  The competitor incurring the lowest number of points 

will be the winner, next lowest points - second and so on down. 
 
C) No case of “force majeure” (an unforeseeable course of events beyond your control) will be 

taken into consideration. 
 
D) The start pegs will indicate the greatest penalty, and the finish pegs the least penalty. 
 
E) Penalties will be incurred as follows: 

(a) Not attempting, or not being ready  
 to attempt an observed section.  ........200 
(b) Blue pegs at start of any section  
 flattened, straddled or run over.  ........100 
(c) Failure in an observed section when  
 divided into sub-sections, such penalty 
 as denoted on the sub-section marker. ........100 Maximum 
(d) Red or yellow pegs in a graded section ........Value of grading 
 flattened, straddled or run over.          sign just passed 
(e) Red or Yellow pegs in a non-graded ........20 each peg to  
 section flattened, straddled or run over         100 maximum 
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(f) Touch pegs in a non-graded section ........20 each peg to  
 touched, flattened, straddled or run         100 maximum 
 over. 
(g) Blue pegs at finish of graded section ........value of grading 
 flattened, straddled or run over.          sign just passed 
(h) Blue pegs at finish of non-graded  
 section flattened, straddled or run over ........10 
(i) Successful negotiation of a timed 
 section within the time allowed  ........O(zero or nil) 
(j) Successful negotiation of a timed 
 section in excess of the time allowed ........1 point per second 
               over time allowed to 
               100 maximum 
(k) Red, Yellow or Blue finish pegs in a 
 timed section flattened, straddled, or          added to any time 
 run over - penalties as for non-graded         penalties incurred to 
 sections, (e) and (h).           100 maximum 
(l) Not wearing crash helmets or seat belts 
 in an observed section.   ........200 
(m) Not complying with instructions of an 
 Official, after receiving a warning  ........200 

 

 
9.5 POINTS 
 
 A) Events will be scored on a Class Basis, with placings declared in each Class and Overall 
 

B) National/Zone Series points will be awarded to drivers who have deemed to be finishers in 
each Class and Overall from 1st place down: 100, 99, 98,97, 96, 95, 94 etc. 

 
C) To be classed as a finisher, a driver must have completed at least three quarters of the total 

number of observed sections run at any event, arrived at their final observed section within 30 
minutes of the preceding vehicle, and handed in their score card within 20 minutes after 
completing their last observed section. 

 
D) Zone placings shall be decided by a driver’s best three performances in events in the Zone 

Series. 
 
E) Zone Series points will be allocated to drivers competing in their Zone of residence.  If a 

person belongs to Clubs in more than one zone, he/she shall nominate, at the start of the 
series, in which zone any points gained will be accumulated to carry forward to the National 
Final.  

 

9.6 TIES 
 
 A) In the event of a tie for any position in an event, the winner of that position shall be 

determined by reference to performances of the tied drivers in predetermined observed 
sections as selected under SECTION TWO, 2.3 D). 

 
B) In the event of a tie for a position in the final scoring of a National/Zone Series, the winner of 

that position shall be determined by reference to the tied drivers’ greater number of superior 
positions in all the events of the series.  Being the greater number of firsts, then seconds, 
then thirds, and so on, including DNFs but not DNSs. 

 
C) If the provisions of 8.6 A) and B) do not break the tie, the position shall be declared equal - 

the drivers equal winners of that position.  The following placings shall follow in order, i.e.: first 
equal, then second, and so on. 
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SECTION TEN - PROTESTS AND APPEALS 

 

10.1 PROTESTS 
 
 A) Protests against the scoring of any section are to be advised to the Marshal of that section 

who shall mark both the driver’s and the Marshal’s score cards with a “P” next to that section. 
 

B) All protests must be advised to the National Scorer, and a $20.00 Protest Fee paid, when the 
driver hands in the score card, within 20 minutes of completing the final observed section.  It 
is advisable that protests are in writing. 

 
C) The National Scorer shall notify the ENCC of all protests received. 
 
D) The ENCC shall convene the Protest Committee, who shall consider the protest, and call on 

whoever may assist in determining the matter, to give evidence. 
 
E) In any protest against another competitor, or an official, that competitor or official shall be 

notified of the protest, and given the right to be heard on the matter, before any decision is 
made. 

 
F) The protester shall be notified of the decision of the Protest Committee before this decision 

becomes final. 
 
G) Any competitor, or official who has been protested against, shall be notified of the final 

decision of the Protest Committee before that decision is announced. 
 
H) At any National/Zone event, no further protests will be accepted after the announcing of the 

Protest Committee’s final decision on any matter. 
 
I) If any protest is upheld, the $20.00 protest fee shall be returned to the protester. 
 
J) Protests on the results displayed must be advised to the National Scorer before the results 

become the Provisional Results. 
K) (a) Only protests regarding the addition of scores shall be accepted, and no protest fee is 

required. 
 

(b)The National Scorer shall check the additions, and amend the results, if necessary. 
 

10.2 APPEALS 
 
 A) Appeals against any final decision of a Protest Committee, or any other matter relating to any 

event, must be made to the Executive of the National Competitions Committee within 14 days 
of any final decision, or ruling, or interpretation being given or made. 

  (refer NZFWDA Constitution, Rule 31, Right of Appeal) 
 
 B) When an appeal is received by the ENCC the N.C.O. will convene and chair an Appeal 

Committee. This committee will be chosen by a random draw of ten competition licence 
holders who shall have one vote each. The N.C.O. will give these ten, all information relevant 
to the appeal. The competitor shall have the right to put in writing, their argument, which shall 
be presented to the appeal committee, with no modification or censoring of the content.  A 
meeting will be arranged with 14 days notice given. The proceedings will be confidential with 
only the appeal committee members knowing the identities of the members. The Appeal 
Committee will appoint their own spokesperson who will pass their decision to the Executive 
of the National Competition Committee. If a meeting is not practicable, a telephone 
conference, or postal ballot will be permitted. Majority decision will be final. The N.C.O. will 
co-ordinate and chair the appeal committee and process the decision but will have a casting 
vote only. 
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SECTION ELEVEN - LOG BOOK 

 
A) (a)  A vehicle Log Book will be issued at the first scrutineering of any vehicle, and is to be     

retained, kept safe, and presented with the vehicle at scrutineering of each event entered. 
(b) A new master record log book will be purchased by the secretary at the start of each   

season to be used by the scrutineers. 
(c) A register of all log books given out shall be kept by the Secretary. 

  
B) The Log Book is retained by he vehicle owner, and if/when the vehicle is sold, passes to the 

new owner with the vehicle, and ownership details are updated in the Log Book. 
 
C) Replacements for lost Log Books will cost $5.00. 
 
D) The Scrutineer shall complete the scrutineering details in each Log Book at each event 

entered, and keep a Master Record of all Log Book details. 
 
E) The following details must be included in Log Books, and the Master Record: 
 
F) Information recorded in log book 

(a) Information required to prove eligibility, - can compete in trial but no compliance can’t 
compete in next trial until provided. 
(b)  Modification required to comply with rules - can’t compete in trial, but can change class 
until mod has been done. 
(c) Safety - must be fixed or sorted before start of trial. 

 
NEW ZEALAND FOUR WHEEL DRIVE ASSOCIATION Inc          

      (logo) 
            (here) 

COMPETITION VEHICLE LOG BOOK 
 
Log Book No.: ............................................. Original / Continuation / Replacement 

RECORD OF OWNERSHIP 
Date  Name Address 
 
................... ................................................. ....................................................................................... 
 
................... ................................................. ....................................................................................... 
 
................... ................................................. ....................................................................................... 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
VEHICLE SPECIFICATIONS 

 
Vehicle Make: .................................................. Model: ................................................... Year: ............ 
 
Chassis No.: ..................................................... Rego No.: ......................................... 
 
Engine Make: ........................................................ No. of Cylinders: ................ CC Rating:.................. 
 
Fuel Type: PETROL DIESEL CNG  LPG  (circle) 
 
Class:  A B C D E F G  (circle) 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MODIFIED 
Date  Host Pass Scrutineers Defects to be Remedied 
  Club Fail Signature  Before Next Event 
 
................ .................. ......... .......................... ........................................................................... 
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NZFWDA COMPETITION LICENCE APPLICATION  

Please Print clearly and Tick appropriate box 

Please be aware that licence fees will double the price two weeks before each Trial 

Drivers Licence   Navigators Drivers Licence  Navigators Licence Only 
$100.00    $100.00    $ 50.00 
DL Noééééé.. (driver)  NDL Noéééééé (co driver) NL Noééé(navigator only) 
 
Vehicle No: ééééé. (If relevant) 

Full Name: ......................................................................................... 

Ph: ....................................................... 

Address: ...............................................................................Postal: ……………………………………… 

 ............................................................................................................................................................... 

email: ……………………………………………………………    Please indicate preferred way info received 

Date of Birth (if under 18): ....................................................              E-mail            Post 

Current Driver Licence No. .................................................NZ Drivers Licence (to be sited upon request)  

Category (circle)            Full              Restricted Learners 

Club: ................................................................................. Position: ……………………………………….. 

Club Official's Name: ..........................................................Club Official's signature.................................. 

Club Official is signing to acknowledge that applicant is a member of Club and has the ability & 
knowledge to compete in the National Series 

NZ4WDA EMERGENCY NAVIGATORS LICENCE APPLICATION            Licence Fee $30.00 DY  

 
Name: ………………………………………………Trial entering …………………………………... 

Address: ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Phone Number: ……………………………………Vehicle no.: ……………………………… 

Club: ………………………………………………  Affiliation Number: …………………… 

Drivers Licence No: ………………………………Class: …………………………… 
Proof of current NZ Drivers Licence and Affiliation Number must be attached or presented upon issuing of licence. 

 

Email: ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Send to               The Treasurer- Competitions Committee  Phone: 027 7420240 

 Julian Rivers  
 19 Hillcrest Road 
                             Raumati South 
                             Kapiti Coast 5032      Email: moonhopper@clear.net.nz 

Cheques Payable to: NZFWDA Competitions Committee   or Direct Debit using initial and surname as 
reference and email Treasurer then post form:  060541 0126044 00 National Bank 

www.4x4trials.co.nz 

Applicant MUST hold 
A  

Current NZFWDA  

Affiliation number 


